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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Average Total Hospital Cost by Income 
 

Key Findings: 
• The average hospital cost for discharges in the maternal and neonatal service line was about $500 

higher for those residing in the lowest income communities than those residing in the highest income 
communities. 

• Those residing in the lowest income communities had an average hospital cost that increased from 
about $3,000 in 2003 to $4,500 in 2011. 

• Those residing in the highest income communities had an average hospital cost that increased from 
about $2,500 in 2003 to $4,000 in 2011. 

 

 

 
Inflation-adjusted Q1 2003 Costs: Cost per admission in the first quarter of 2003, adjusted for economy-wide inflation. 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Number of Discharges 
 

Key Findings: 
• The number of discharges in the maternal and neonatal service line remained relatively stable from 

2003 through 2006, vacillating around 2,267,000 discharges per quarter and then decreasing to 
2,090,000 discharges per quarter in 2011. 

• The decreasing trend appears to level off in 2012 and 2013, with quarterly discharges projected to be 
2,048,500 at the end of 2013. 

 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
 



 
HCUP Projections: 

 Cost of U.S. Inpatient Discharges 

HCUP (10/02/13) 20 HCUP Cost of Inpatient Discharges Projections  

Return to Contents 

Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Number of Discharges by Maternal and Neonatal (Age = 0) 
 

Key Findings: 
• The number of discharges in the maternal and neonatal service line was similar for mothers and 

newborns over time at about 1,114,000 discharges per quarter between 2003 and 2011. 
 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Number of Discharges by Sex 
 

Key Findings: 
• Mothers had approximately twice the number of discharges in the maternal and neonatal service line 

as did either male or female newborns, remaining relatively stable from 2003 through 2006 at about 
1,182,500 discharges per quarter and then decreasing to 1,081,500 discharges per quarter in 2011. 

• Male and female newborns had a similar number of discharges over time, remaining relatively stable at 
about 535,000 discharges per quarter between 2003 and 2011. 

 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Number of Discharges by Payer 
 

Key Findings: 
• Privately insured patients had the highest number of discharges in the maternal and neonatal service 

line in 2003 at about 1,191,000 discharges per quarter.  Medicaid-covered patients had the second 
highest number of discharges in 2003 at about 860,000 discharges per quarter.  Discharges 
decreased over time among privately insured patients and increased among Medicaid-covered 
patients.  By 2011, privately insured and Medicaid-covered patients had a similar number of 
discharges at about 971,000 discharges per quarter. 

• Uninsured patients had the second lowest number of discharges, decreasing from about 92,500 
discharges per quarter in 2003 to 67,500 discharges per quarter in 2011. 

 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Number of Discharges by Income 
 

Key Findings: 
• Those residing in the lowest and highest income communities had a similar number of discharges in 

the maternal and neonatal service line between 2003 and 2005 but diverged by 2011. 

• Those residing in the lowest income communities had a relatively stable number of discharges at 
about 599,000 discharges per quarter. 

• Those residing in the highest income communities had about 522,000 discharges per quarter in 2003, 
decreasing to 445,500 discharges per quarter in 2011. 

 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Percentage of Discharges 
 

Key Findings: 
• Discharges within the maternal and neonatal service line remained relatively stable, vacillating around 

23.2 percent of all hospitalizations. 
 

 

 
The denominator for the percentage is all discharges in the United States. 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Percentage of Discharges by Maternal and Neonatal (Age = 0) 
 

Key Findings: 
• The percentage of discharges within the maternal and neonatal service line was similar for newborns 

and mothers over time, at about 50.0 percent of discharges each. 
 

 

 
The denominator for the percentage is U.S. discharges within the maternal and neonatal service line. 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Percentage of Discharges by Sex 
 

Key Findings: 
• Mothers had the highest percentage of discharges within the maternal and neonatal service line, 

remaining relatively stable over time at about 52.0 percent of discharges. 

• Male and female newborns had a similar percentage of discharges, remaining relatively stable over 
time at about 24.0 percent each. 

 

 

 
The denominator for the percentage is U.S. discharges within the maternal and neonatal service line. 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Percentage of Discharges by Payer 
 

Key Findings: 
• Privately insured patients had the highest percentage of discharges within the maternal and neonatal 

service line in 2003 at about 53.7 percent of discharges.  Medicaid-covered patients had the second 
highest percentage of discharges in 2003 at about 38.8 percent of discharges.  The percentage of 
discharges decreased over time among privately insured patients and increased among Medicaid-
covered patients.  By 2011, privately insured and Medicaid-covered patients had a similar percentage 
of discharges at about 46.5 percent. 

• Uninsured patients had the lowest percentage of discharges, decreasing from about 4.2 percent of 
discharges in 2003 to 3.2 percent in 2011. 

 

 

 
The denominator for the percentage is U.S. discharges within the maternal and neonatal service line. 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Percentage of Discharges by Income 
 

Key Findings: 
• Those residing in the lowest and highest income communities had a similar percentage of discharges 

within the maternal and neonatal service line in 2003 but diverged by 2011. 

• Those residing in the lowest income communities had about 25.1 percent of discharges in 2003, 
increasing to 27.7 percent in 2011. 

• Those residing in the highest income communities had about 23.6 percent of discharges in 2003, 
decreasing to 21.3 percent in 2011. 

 

 

 
The denominator for the percentage is U.S. discharges within the maternal and neonatal service line. 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Average Length of Stay 
 

Key Findings: 
• The length of stay for discharges in the maternal and neonatal service line remained relatively stable 

over time at about 3.1 days. 

• The stable trend appears to continue in 2012 and 2013 with length of stay projected to be 3.2 days at 
the end of 2013. 

 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Average Length of Stay by Maternal and Neonatal (Age = 0) 
 

Key Findings: 
• Length of stay for discharges in the maternal and neonatal service line was 1.0 days longer for 

newborns than for mothers, and remained relatively stable over time for both groups. 

• Mothers had a length of stay of about 2.7 days. 

• Newborns had a length of stay of about 3.7 days. 
 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Average Length of Stay by Sex 
 

Key Findings: 
• Length of stay for discharges in the maternal and neonatal service line was similar for male and female 

newborns, remaining relatively stable over time at about 3.7 days. 

• Mothers had a length of stay that was 1.0 days shorter than for either male or female newborns.  
Mothers' length of stay remained relatively stable over time at about 2.7 days. 

 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Average Length of Stay by Payer 
 

Key Findings: 
• Medicaid-covered and privately insured patients had similar lengths of stay for discharges in the 

maternal and neonatal service line, remaining relatively stable over time at about 3.2 days. 

• Uninsured patients had a length of stay that was about 0.6 days shorter than insured patients and 
remained relatively stable over time at about 2.6 days. 

 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Maternal and Neonatal Discharges 

Average Length of Stay by Income 
 

Key Findings: 
• Length of stay for discharges in the maternal and neonatal service line was similar for adults residing 

in the lowest and highest income communities, remaining relatively stable over time at about 3.2 days. 
 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Mental Health Discharges 

Average Length of Stay by Sex 
 

Key Findings: 
• Length of stay for discharges in the mental health service line was similar for males and females, 

remaining relatively stable over time at about 7.3 days. 
 

 

 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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Injury Discharges 

Average Total Hospital Cost 
 

Key Findings: 
• The average hospital cost for discharges in the injury service line increased over time, from about 

$10,000 in 2003 to $14,000 in 2011. 

• The increasing trend appears to continue in 2012 and 2013, with the average hospital cost projected to 
be $15,000 at the end of 2013. 

• Using the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) price index, a cost of $10,000 in 2003 would be equivalent 
to a cost of $12,000 at the end of 2011. 

• By 2011, the average hospital cost exceeded the cost expected by inflation alone. 
 

 

 
Inflation-adjusted Q1 2003 Costs: Cost per admission in the first quarter of 2003, adjusted for economy-wide inflation. 
Source: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), Center for Delivery, Organization, and Markets, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP), State Inpatient Databases (SID) 
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